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| 150 
1 hes of ths whole erte are, at 
this moment, fixed upon mer Such 
is the lot of che great. Reſponſible for 
their actions to the multitude, prudence 
and wiſdom ſhould ever mark their 
Woe to that ſovereign who, forſaking the 
paths of virtue, devotes herſelf to publie 
execration, and hears nothing around her 
dut vos of indi iguation and exclamations 


This ee er to , wei ub 
period much poſterior to the firſi and is penned by 
the hand of Antonina 2 Its diviſion, into chaps 
robs deſtructive of that uniformity which is ſo de- 
ble in works of all Kind; but the importance of 
adhering to the original — rr 


from any attempt at alteration.” | 233 7d 23 
2 abs 
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of hatred, My ears are aſſailed by the 
_ cries of grief; my death is an object of 
deſire to a whole people who have been op- 
preſſed by the barbarity of my conduct; 
and even foreigners never pronounce m 
name without horror. On all ſides I be- 
hold the image of deſpair, What a dread- 
ful ſituation is mine—but alas! I have 
deſerved it too well! | 


A huſband baſely diſhonoured, children 
informed of, and reproached with, the de- 
fect in their birth, by the pubfic voice; a 
kingdom overturned, miniſters perſecuted, 
a nation plundered, the public treaſury 
pillaged, princes ſeduced, confidence be- 
trayed, the horrid ſpectacle of citizens in- 
humanly maſſacred, amonſtrous aſſemblage, 
in ſhort, of vices and unheard-of crimes— 
Such, Antonina, is the work of thy hands 
— Such the virtues with which you embel- 
liſh the throne ! | 

But all this, my mother, you foreſaw.— 
Even at my birth, I was infected with the 

iſon of hatred ; you abhorred the inha- 

itants of Abo, and received the comple- 

teſt ſatisfaction from the ſight of thoſe 

' evils, which my natural diſpoſition, impro- 
ved by age, led me to inflict on them. 

2 | The 


(Py 


The annals of your reign are well ealcu- 


lated to miſlead poſterity with regard to 
your virtues; the name of Airam Aſereht 
was pronounced with reſpect and venera- 
tion; your affected devotion was univer - 
fally admired, and the ignorance of your 
ſubjects, led away by fanatical error and 
groſs ſuperſtition, urged them to proſtrate 
themſelves before the hypocritical maſk 
which concealed your deſtructive projects. 
In my earlieſt years I exhibited unequivo- 
cal ſigns of what I ſhould one day become. 
How could the politicians of Abo be poſ- 
ſibly miſtaken in my character? What 


could induce them to adopt, as their future 


ueen, a woman already diſhonoured, who 
ad ſacrificed her innocence and purity, 
whoſe: heart was polluted by debau 
and whoſe reputation was ſuch, as ſhoule 
have effectually excluded her from the il- 
luſtrious rank which ſhe now enjoys? 


Catherine of Medicis, Cleopatra, Agrip-. 


Pina, Meſſalina,—my crimes ſurpaſs 


your's; and if the remembrance of your 
inf amy ſtill excites horror, and the detail 
of it occaſons an effuſion of tears, what 
ſentiments will ariſe from a knowledge ot 
the cruel and laſcivious life of Antonina ! 

Az The 


(4) 
The titles beſtowed on me—not by the 
voice of prejudice, - but by that of equity 
are thoſe of a barbarous queen, an adul- 
terous wife, and a woman polluted by de- 
dauchery. Devoid of pity for the unfor- 
tunate, never did the public miſery excite 
the ſmalleſt ſentiment of compaſſion in my 
boſom. Unbridled defires, exceſs of diſſi- 
pation, the moſt frivolous amuſements con- 
verted into the moſt ſerious occupations, 
indecency and libertiniſm characterize the 
_ firſt years of a marriage contracted under 
the mott inauſpicious auſpices, The. firſt 
part of my life contains 2 detail of the va- 
rious events to which a compliance with 
the different dictates of inclination gave 
re.” The ſecond will confirm the idea 
that the nation can have no rational grounds 
for expecting my return to virtue. I ſhall 
be obliged ſometimes to refer to paſt cir- 
cumſtances ; but I am reſolved not to omit 
bote trapiaGion, 
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Source of my irregularities—They are carried 
to an extreme My decided T, aft for Hoc 
turnal Amuſements. 


O my arrival in Abo, Sunp and the 
court preſented to my 'Gehe a ſcene of 
luxury that would have alarmed, any wo- 
man but myſelf; coquettiſh, warm, and 
impaſſioned, I enjoyed it without reſerve; 

— the enormous expences I incurred ſoon 
convinced the few people of ſenſe who 
were to be found in the kingdom; that a 
continuation of the ſame line of conduct 
would infallibly involve the whole 855 


in run. 5 35 


SGrandpapa“ was 150 this time el to 


a mere machine, whoſe ſecret ſprings were 
only known to his infamous miſtreſs Yrra- 


bud, who of courſe guided all his actions. 


„ The b hich Antonina 
YL ks fo me 
3 43 Ucilehcir, 


* 1%) 166; 
Ueilehcir, that animal infected by every 
diſorder which the moſt diſguſting liberti- 
niſm could occaſion, preſided over the 
pleaſures of the court, Secret agent of the 
ſcandalous orgies of his maſter and his 


ſovereign, he took advantage of that 
monarch's humiliating lethargy, to iſſue 


andenforce arbitrary and tyrannical laws. 


My auguſt huſband, ſhocked at theſe 


ſhameful abuſes of power, and diſguſted at 
the inutility of his prudent exhortations, 
925 juſt broken off all commerce with 
thoſe. who imitated the conduct of Silvo 
25 My deareſt brother-in-law, now 
Neem, was only guided during the 
decline of the monarchy, by the dictates of 
| ee the ſuggeſtions of ſelf- 
ae eee 


The Count of Siotra, whom I at firſt 
deſpiſed, and who has ſince, by a caprice 
common to my ſex, become my favourite 
and my lover, aſpired to no other glo 
than that of arrogating to himſelf the of. 
Her of Protector of all the debauchees at 


..iThe moſt celebrated. harlots were bis 
deareſt dulcineas ;. without choice or di- 
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tinction, this youthful Sultan, deſpiſed in 
his own Seraglio by the baſe grovelling 
flaves of his obſcene pleaſures, he threw his 
handkerchief at the moſt abandoned of 
theſe modern Laiſes. | | | 


In this vortex of folly and diſſipation, a / 
fine woman or a fine horſe, could ſecure 
ſucceſs to thoſe who ſolicited places, re- 
wards, or honours; and, fo ſtrong was the 
rage, and, ſo general had it become, that 
whoever had dared to diſcover the ſmalleſt 
defect either in the Count's racer, or in his 
favourite miftreſs, he would certainly have 
been ſent by Enitras to the Ellitſab, as a 
ſtate-criminal. Yet theſe puerilities were 
almoſt the ſole topics of diſcourſe, and in- | 
deed the court afforded no other. att 


POS TO” — wo 


' Nolliugai exerciſed the rod of tyranny 
and oppreſſion, with a degree of ſeverity =- 
which, at any other time, would have coft ; _ 
him his head; but how could the king 
refuſe to protect this duke from the indi 
nation of the parliament, when he had 
been ordered fo to do by his miſtreſs, to 
whom he was uſeful ? | e ap 


The” Abbe Yarret pillaged the king. 
dom; for in all ages thoſe poſts of comp- —_— | 


trollers have ſerved as lures to rogues, and 
ſince the diſmiſſion of this eccleſiaſtical 


Ci OI 


ſharper, he who has beſt fulfilled the duties 
of his ſtation, is the man, whoſe honoura- 
ble retreat did not give him time to feel 
the effects of its ſeducing iweets. | 


VFrrabud (brother to the favourite) was 
pandar- general, and baſely fold his influ. 
ence at court to all who were mean enough 


to ſolicit his protection. 


The infamous Uoepuam enjoyed uni- 
verſal credit; nothing refiſted him; and 


too ſure of that contemptible clan of 


which, with indecent precipitation, he had 
conſtituted a parliament, he no longer met 
with any obſtacles to his abominable enter- 


prizes. 


Ednoc, Itnoc, Nobruob, and the peen 
in general, appeared, from time to time, 
to ſtand forward as the protectors of the 
people z but an arbitrary mandate (equi- 


valent with what, in ſome countries of 
Europe, is denominated a Lettre de Cachet) 


iſſued from the private apartment of Yrra- 
bud, who negociated them, and received 
by the grovelling and deteſtable Count of 
St. Nitnerolf on his knees, made the pre- 


tended patriot return to his duty, and 
after 


( 9 ) 


after a ſhort exile, kiſs with all humility 
the hand of that baſe idol of courtiers, 


The Marchioneſs of Caegnal—of whom 
| I ſhall, hereafter, have occaſion to ſpeak 

more amply ! fluitered about, with con- 

ſummate effrontery, in this new Babylon; p 
and that prude Ellabmal, diſguſted with | 
de effects of a marriage that had proved 
fatal to her repoſe, began, about this time, 

to hoiſt the ſtandard of devotion. 


0 arrived, in the midit of this 5 
enehanted at my Hberation from the yo 
which my tireſome mother had impoſe 
on me, and with my heart impreſfed with 
the ſeeret advice which, on my departure E 


from Anneiv, I had received from * 


EP 


imperial! brother. l | 
n air of paicty and Aten yes that | 
» I invited to pleaſure, and an indecent reedom 
e of addreſs, won the heart of grandpapa, 
de firft moment he faw- me. The Dur. | 
f I chefs of the day was difpleafed with the 4 
) I preference he ſhowed 11 and, for ſome 1 
nme, 1 proved an. interruption to his | | 
d domefftic repoſe. The king ſtupidly ſuffer- | 
fed himſelf to be led by the noſe, and not- | 


withſtanding the vaſt diſtance between wy 


—— 


1 
wy 
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and his miſtreſs, T had purſued the line 7 
conduct which 1 adopted at firſt, I muſt 
inevitably have fallen a victim to the infi- 
nuations and numberleſs farcaſms with 
which I attacked that miſerable proſtitute, 


r OT” "TI = 


= Wa „ beretoe changed my battery, and the 
new. plan I purſued was attended with aſto- 
3 niſhing ſucceſs. I ſervilely flattered the 
Se | caprice of a woman I deteſted, and became 

| the cheriſhed companion of her debauche. 
ries, in the expectation that that happy pe- 

riod would ſoon arrive when I might reign 
in my turn, and exact vengeance upon her 
| for my preſent degradation : this hope, too, 

| was. greatly encouraged by the diſſipated 
life of Silvo, in whoſe boſom the fatal 


poiſon had already begun to operates | 


| At length the auſpicious moment arri- 
ved. Silvo 51 died, amidſt the impreca- 
tions of his ſubjects, who had groaned, 
during the latter years of his reign, be- 
neath the weight of his oppreſſion, Mi. 
niſterial ſeverity was inadequate to reſtrain 

| 15 various ſarcaſms“ whi were circulz- 
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The following epitiph has been diſtioguiſhed 
among the many that were made on this occaſion. 
* Beneath lie the aſhes of Silvo - poor ſot! 


7 They ſay he was good - but pray, good for 1 
g | * 4 . 4 
| 
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eed on the death of the king; and their 
hopes of future happineſs founded on the 
virtue, the candour, the goodneſs, and the 
generous reſolutions of my huſband, could 
not deter the people of Abo from indecent 
exclamations of joy at the loſs of their 
monarch. 


During this interval, I had ſounded little 
Caegnal, and a certain penchant which I 
diſcovered in her—a penchant in which I 
had indulged myſelf to exceſs, at the court 
of Ynamreg—made me eager to attract 
her notice; the language of the eyes, half- 
Imothered ſighs, palpitation of the heart, 
all tended . to - betray the ſentiments of- 
each to the other; an explanation enſu- 
ed, and I was bleſſed with the poſſeſſion 
of a perſon endued with every charm that 
i- could excite deſire, and animated by that 
a” treme ardour of laſciviouſneſs which fo 

deadly enhances the joys of gratifica- 
e- tion. (1 1 


in From that time we became inſeparable, 
la- and our pleaſures were inceſſant ; our in- 
tercourſe however proved as ꝓrejudicial to 

hed WF the reputation of my lover as to the ho- 
ic =: D WD, nour 
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nour of my huſband, who firſt fought, by 
tender reproaches, to put a ſtop to it; but 
finding theſe ineffectual, he iſſued a ſolemn 
prohibition which 1 was compelled to 
obey, at leaſt in appearance; in future 
therefore I could only enjoy, in ſecret, the 
animated careſſes of this object of my love. 


As it is my intention to notice the dif- 
ferent epochs of my life, in which T have 
exhibited ſignal proofs of the moſt com. 
plete depravation, without repeating what 
has already been publiſhed, I now paſs to 
the year 577 1, when the court repaired to 


 Smichr for the anointment of my illuſtti- 


ous huſband, whither I was invited by the 
en voice of pleaſure. 


The confuſion occaſioned by an exhauſt- 
ed! treaſury monopolized the attention of 


_ Silva 61; mine however was directed to 
very different objects. I devoted my time 


to the purpoſe of ridding myſelf of thoſe 
enemies which my pride had given birth 


to; and the fincere love of my huſband 


enabled me to eee in EI om 
yours. | 


. 


* the eve of our Fan for Smiebr, 
Silvo, with tears in his eyes, earneſtly — 
horte 


CONT 


horted-me no longer to ſubject myſelf to 
thoſe reproaches which my miſconduct and 
levity had frequently extorted from him; 
I kifſed him, and promiſed to obey him— 
Perfidious kiſs ! atrocious falſhood ! while 
the promiſe appeared to be dictated by 
truth and affection, my heart was at vari- 
ance with my lips. 


The poverty of the ſtate, cauſed by the 
fooliſh prodigality of Silvo 51, by the diſ- 
honeſty of his miniſters, and by the crimi- 
nal arts of Stock-jobbing, ought to have 
prevented all ſuperfluous pomp at this ſo- 
lemn feſtival ; this conſideration, however, 
did not deter me from incurring every ex- 
pence that could flatter my vanity ; nor 
were the ſerious remonſtrances of my huſ- 
band, on this article, in the leaſt attended 


to. My equipages were ſuperb, and my 


dreſs was magnificent ; but in order to de- 
fray theſe expences, I was compelled to 
have recourſe to uſurious practices. 


It was thus I degraded the dignity of 
the throne, and began to diſhonour myſelf 
in the eyes of the people, by entering into 
a league with their tyrants, who by their 
diſhoneſt 3 obtained from - 


3 


the privilege of extending their deſtructive 
machinations. 


When I had diſcovered this ſecret means 
of defeating what I denominated the ava- 
rice of my huſband, but which was, in fact, 
only the effect of a prudent foreſight, and 
a neceſſary attention to the ſtate of the 
kingdom, I ceaſed to alarm myſelf on ac- 
count of thoſe privations, the approach of 
which I foreſaw; and my court, which was 
totally ſeparated from that of the king, 
became he pantheon of pleaſures of every 
kind. Tireſome old age was excluded, 


and none but ſprightly youths and women 


of gallantry were admitted; I iſſued an 
irrevocable proſcription againſt the ridicu- 
lous prejudices of prudence, and rather re- 
garded myſelf as Venus in the midſt of her 
votaries, than as the auguſt queen of an 
amiable. people. My huſband, ſeeking 
for a relaxation from the pains of royalty, 
in the occupation of a lockſmith, had fre- 
quently induced me to take the indecent 
| liberty of treating him as Vulcan. Deter- 
mined to reſemble, in all points, the un- 
chaſte deity of whom that fabulous God 
was the huſband, I reſolved to chuſe for 
myſelf an Adonis, and the young and charm- 
ing duke of Yngioc was the happy 1 
ta 


e 
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tal whom I aſſociated with the king of 
Abo. . N 


Such was the ſtate of my heart, and 
fuch the delicacy of my ſentiments, when 
we repaired to Smichr. Hitherto I had 
been ſtudious to- involve my conduct and 
my amours in a fort of myſtery; I had been 
afraid to render them public. At Selliaſ- 
rev, I eluded the prying curipſity of court 
paraſites, and retired to the moſt ſecret re- 
ceſſes, in order to enjoy my pleaſures and 
to complete the violation of my nuptial 
vow. But I ſoon begun to conſider ſuch 
reſtraint as beneath me; I bluſhed at the 
degradation to which I had fo long ſubmit- 
ted; and at Smiehr, I hoiſted the ſtandard 
of licentiouſneſs the moſt unbridled. 


The enchanting walk near the new gate 
of that city afforded me an opportunity 
of gratifying my luxuriant defires ; the iſ- 
land of Love, by which it is terminated on 
the ſide of the river, really appeared to me 
to be the favoured reſidence: of that en- 
chanting deity, and I accordingly determi» 
ned to make a ſuitable ſacrifice at his 
ſhrine, 


This guilty project, executed almoſt as 


B 2 ſoon 


* 
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Toon as conceived, took place on the ninth 
of June 5771, after a ſplendid ſupper 
which I gave, in the walk, and which the 
king, who was fatigued with the ceremonies 
of the day, would not honour with his 
company. All thoſe whoſe preſence J 
moſt dreaded, remained with his majeſty, 
and every thing conſpired to favour my 
wiſhes and my views. 


I baniſhed all kind of etiquette for the 
night, which I was determined to render 


delicious. I drank tolerably well—that is 


to ſay, like a good and royal Namreg :— 
heated with wine, JI ran from bower to 
bower not unlike a Bacchant ; every one 
followed my example, and, at a ſignal from 
me, the confidents of my private inten- 
tions extinguiſhed all the lights. The at- 
tendants were diſmiſſed ; liberty preſided 
at our feſtivals, and we imitated the prieſt- 
eſſes of Bacchus and Venus, when uni- 
ted. | | 


None but myſelf could trace the horrors 
of this night without a bluſh, But is it 
the firſt time that I have overcome ſcru- 
ples? I have prumiſed to conceal nothing; 
the opinion which may be entertained of 
my candour is of little conſequence _ 
EN nce 


1 


ſince I have forfeited all claims to publie 


elteem: 


After wandering about for a few mi- 
nutes, I felt myſelf cloſely embraced, and 
being reſolved to let no opportunity eſ- 
cape, I yielded to the ſtranger's careſſes, 


and in order to favour them, ſunk gently 


down upon the turf, 
„ @- . 


He conductted himſelf like a Hercules, 
and almoſt made me forſwear the repeti- 


tion of thoſe intoxicating pleaſures which 


I enjoyed with that lovely woman Caeg- 
nal. 


1 have never yet learnt to whom I was in» 
debted for two of the happieſt hours I ever 
yet paſſed; the name of my hero 1s yet 
unknown to me; but in the midſt of the 
troubles by which I am ſurrounded, I think 
with rapture of that delicious night, and 
the agreeable recollection brings on the 
moſt extatic reflections. 


On my return, I received a tedious bd 
tireſome lecture from my huſband; he did 
not, however, ſuſpe& my virtue, though 
had he performed thoſe duties which 
ſome huſbands never omit, he would 
B 3 have 
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have found the moſt infallible proofs of 
my infidelity, The worſt part of the 
lecture was the prohibition ever more to 
viſit that ſpot which had afforded me ſuch 
inexpreſſible delight. After this T became 
diſguſted with the place; in vain did I 
attend the pompous ceremony of the 
anointment; while my body was at the 
Cathedral of Smiehr, my heart and mind 
were more pleaſantly employed in the de- 
lightful bowers of the iſland of Love. 


Although T was but little interefted in 
what concerned the king, ſtil] I was diſguſt- 
ed with the eccleſiaſtical pride that was 
diſplayed on this occaſion ; the repeated 
genuflexions which thoſe ſacred depoſita- 
ries of the holy oil exacted from my huſ- 
band, appeared to me mean, humiliating, 
and degrading to majeſty. Their grima- 
ces and ridiculous attitudes made me 
laugh till the tears ſtarted from my-eyes. 
I intercepted a look of indignation from 
the fat prior of Saint-Tmer; but that did 
not make me give my opinion that this 
abſurd farce degraded the king of Abo, 
and that the abolition of it ought to be 
one of the firſt acts of the legiſlative 
power. | : 


The 


421 


The court returned to Sirap, and the 
ſeaſon proved delightful. 1 foreſaw the 
advantages to be derived from our reſidence 
at the metropolis with regard to the gra- 
tification of thoſe deſires, which, from the 
warmth of my conſtitution, I inceſſantly 
experienced; my dear brother-in law, the 
Count of Siotra, aſſiduouſly paid his court 
to me, without, however, explaining the 
nature of thoſe ſentiments with which I 
had inſpired him. 


About this time Reiſnetnom, directreſs 
of the theatre at Selliaſrey, having con- 
trated debts to an enormous amount, 
- conceived a plan of a fraudulent bank- 
ruptcy. I liked this woman, who made 
herſelf ſubſervient to my caprice, and 
therefore extricated her from her difficul- 
ties, by paying her debts, 


The theatre amyſed, me becauſe the 
actors took the trouble of exhibiting the 


works of our molt obſcene dramatiſts; I 


went regularly every night with my bro- 
ther- in- law, till the King, diſpleaſed at my 
continual abſence, played me a trick which 
for ſome time expoſed me to the laughter 
and ridicule of the Whole couri. 


I was 
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T was returning, according to cuſtom, 


from one of theſe luſcious repreſentations, 


in an immodeſt undreſs, eſcorted by my 
gallant brother-in-law, who acted as my 
coachman, when, on my arrival at the pa- 
lace-gate, the centinel refuſed me admiſ- 


fion. I immediately made myſelf known, 


in a tone of authority calculated to enforce 
obedience; but the only anſwer I could 
obtain was, The king himſelf gave me 
his order, and expreſsly forbade me to let 
any one paſs!” In vain T threatened, in vain 
did | entreat ! neither menace nor ſolici- 


tations were ſufficient to procure me ad- 
miſſion. The count ſwore with all that 


energy that is peculiar to him, but his 
imprecations were diſregarded. I was obli- 
ged to return to the theatre, (with the 
companion of my difgrace) from the 
eallery of which, that leads to the palace, 
I reached my own apartment; where, to 
crown the whole, I found neither candle 
nor attendant, and was compelled to get a 
light from the guard-room to light me to 
bed. A thouſand projects of revenge en- 
tered my head; but that which 1 adopted 
was to continue my preſent courſe of life. 
This idea, which at once gratified my ſenſes 


and my wounded vanity, gave me infi- 
nite 
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nite pleaſure ; and T fell aſleep with the de- 
termination of ſuffering no opportunity to 
eſcape which could fayour the execution of 
my plan.” | 
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CHAP, III. 


New Amours—Clandeſtine Excurſions 
Singular Wager. 


HAT profound diſimulation——the 
reſult of reflection which has ever 
been the predominant feature of my mind, 


ought naturally to have engaged me to 


adhere to my project of revenge, with- 
out attemping to reproach my huſband 
with his conduct. There were many con- 
fiderations which ſhould have ſuperinduced 
the adoption of this line of conduct, but 
the aſcendancy which, in ſeveral inſtances, 
J had acquired over the mind of the king, 
made me anticipate him, in the juſt com- 
plaints he was entitled to make; and ac- 
cording to my uſual cuſtom, bidding defi- 
ance to etiquette, I made my appearance 
at his levee. 


With my eyes ſwollen, more from the 
fatigues of the night, than from crying, I 
loudly complained of the improper orders 
RY given 
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given to the centinel at the gates of the 


palace, and aſked my huſtand, ſomewhat 
abruptly, whether I was to have the only 


alternative of being a priſoner in my own 


palace, or of being expoſed to the incon- 
venience of keeping the hours preſcribed 
to me without conſulting my own inclina- 
tion or pleaſure. The king ſmiled diſ- 
dainfully at a queſtion which he deemed 
diſreſpectful, and anſwered me, with the air 
and tone of a downright cit, that he was 


maſter of his own houſe, and ſhould inſiſt 


upon no one ſitting up in it after he was 


in bed himſelf, 1 attempted to reply, but 


he immediately turned his back upon me; 
and this was all the advantage 1 derived 
from my imprudent confidence in my own 
power. | | 


The ſtorm blew over; but being no lon- 
ger able to purſue my nocturnal excur- 


lions, I determined to caſt my eyes on my 


brother-in-law, the dear Count of Siotra, 
who, having been the companion of my 
diſgrace, deſired nothing better than to 
become an accomplice ia my revenge. 


I muſt, nevertheleſs, acknowledge, that 
my advances to the youthful count, rather 
proceeded from a ſpirit of hatred an dco- 
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quetry, than from inclination. I abomina- 
ted his wife, and thought that I could not 
give her a more convincive proof of my 
averſion, than by ſeducing her huſband, 
wha never treated her worſe than when he 
had been engaged in intrigues that had led 
him to violate his conjugal fidelity, 


I likewiſe acknowledge that my hatred 
was equally divided berween her and Da- 
made; that I experienced a ſingular plea- 
jure in humiliating them both; that I de- 
teſted Ruſinom ; but that, notwithſtand- 
ing my antipathy to him, had I known him 
to be a woman's man, I ſhould have tried 


every means of ſeducing him, and by tri- 


umphing in his defe&, have gratified my 
reſentment. | . 


Being deprived of this reſource, I made 


uſe of others; but the occupation they 
furniſhed me with did not lead me to fore- 


the deſire of being at once the ſiſter · in- 


law and the miſtreſs of Siotra. Some ſigni- 


ficant looks on my part ſoon explained my 


intentions to him; they ſpoke a language 


which ſuch an expert libertine as he was 


could not poſſibly miſtake. : 


The different trips I had taken to Cy- 
8 - thera 
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thera with different perſons, would have 
almoſt deterred me from returning thither 
but for this new acquaintance. The tranſ- 


ports of thoſe lovers whom T had hitherto 
enjoyed, were enfeebled by reſpect. With 


them, it was in vain I laid aſide every ap- 


pearance of Majeſty, choſe the moſt retired 
ſpots, expoſed myſelf to their ſight in a 
ſtate of pure nature, provoked their em- 
braces by the moſt expreſſive careſſes, the 
moſt laſcivious poſtures, and the moſt im- 
paſſioned looks ;—it was in vain, in ſhort, 
that I gave way to that delirum and intox- 
ication which the violent heat of my con- 
ſtitution produced. The idea of encircling 
their queen in their arms, made them cold 
as ice; I could get nothing, or at leaſt but 
very-littley from them. It was not till after 
F had exhauſted all the wanton reſources 
of the moſt celebrated courtezans, that 
extorted a ſlender and unſatisfactory tri- 

bute; yet I had always choſen my lovers 

like a perfect miſtreſs of the art, and the 

names of Yngioc, Nolid and Liverduay, 

will ſufficiently demonſtrate that I had lit- 

tle reaſon to expect ſuch impotent exertions 
from beings ſo robuſt in appearance. 


| Siotra, leis apprehenſive of danger from 


the connection, afforded me more complete 
* 2 ſatisfaction. 
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ſatisfaction. It was a long time fince T 
had practiſed thoſe different poſitions which 
lead by degrees, to the ſummit of volup- 
tuouſneſs; notwithſtanding therefore my 
extenſive knowledge of the ſubject, I was 
obliged, in my interviews with the count, 
to begin my noviciare afreſh, and the new 
diſcoveries I made, compelled me to ac- 
knowledge my want of experience. 


An officer, at the court of Anneiv, had 
firſt initiated me in the myſteries of Love, 
when the verdure that ſurrounds the temple 
of that deity was ſcarcely perceptible; he 
too had begun to inſtruct me in thoſe 
delightful gradations which conſtitute the 
ne plus ultra of amorous knowledge; but 
how far was I from having attained to 
perfection! That perfection however I 
now acquired in the arms of my new ad- 
mirer, and the multiplicity of thoſe exqui- 
ſite pleaſures which he made me experi- 
ence, encreaſed my attachment to him, 
even to madneſs, 


* I ſhall fay but little of the birth of my 
children. It was an event which Abo 
celebrated with feſtivals; the vulgar were 
— — of their congratulations to my 
uſband, but the clear-ſighted knew what 
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to think of it. The king received, with 
complacency, the numerous addreſſes on 
this ſubject, while, from time to time, the 
wits exerciled their talents, and gave riſe 
to the moſt bitter ſarcaſms. Many of 
theſe came to my ears, and convinced me 
that Siotra was generally ſuppoſed to be 
the father ef my children. I paid little 
attention however to the voice or opinion 
of the public, and never ſuffered either to 
give me the ſmalleſt uneaſineſs; the only 
regret, indeed, which I have is, that I did 5 
not ſupply more abundant matter for the 
vaſt quantity of epigrams which the mob 
aſſailed me with, at this period. | 


In order to keep Siotra perpetually 
chained ta my car, I profited by his pteci- 
ous leſſons to ſuch a degree as even to 
ſurpaſs him in his own art: his- natural * 
inconſtancy, however, was not to be re- 
ſtrained, by ray inceſſant ſtudy to promote 
the gratification of his deſires; he did not 
forſake me indeed, but he neglected me; 
and that I might not loſe him, entirely, I 
was obliged not only to allow him the 
.enjoyment of new pleaſures, but even to 
appear to favour it, 


The young noblemen about court, at 


— 
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the head of whom were my dear count, 
and the duke of Sertrahc, now duke of 


Snaelro, had collected, in their different 


travels, a great number of foreign vices, 
and follies; the cuſtoms, manners, faſhions 
and pleaſures of Dnalgne had ſeduced 
them ſo far, that, in a ſhort time, every 
thing was Hſilgne throughout the kingdom 


_—the king and his ſtupid brother Reuiſnom 


ar excepted. 


HForſe- racing was introduced, and daily 
drew the people from their labour and 
domeſtic occupations; on the vigour and 


intrepidity of the jockeys, the alteration of 


fortunes depended, and the two princes of 
the blood derived more glory from theſe 
ruinous matches, than from their famous 


wy” at Ratlarbig and Tyahſu. 


1 was the ſoul of theſe Te 
which favoured mine; as foon as the race 
was over, I flew with the velocity of a 
ſtar, to Nonairt, where I was ſoon joined 
by my dear count, to whoſe careſſes I ſub- 
mitted myſelf, and with whom I enjoyed 


the ſports of Venus, heightened by a va- 


riation of poſtures, and by every amorous 
inclte ment which our heated 1 ene 


But 
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But wherever he be, let him not imagine 
that he monopolized my perſon, at this pe- 
riod. With him, indeed, T enjoyed the 
ſolidity of pleaſure, but I ſeaſoned it with 
the enjoyment of others. Miſs Tavrod, 
one of my attendants, after gaining my 
confidence by her merit, had fixed my at- 
tention by her beauty, The brilliancy of 
her eyes, and the delicate whiteneſs of her 
| boſom, excited my deſires; the impulſe 
ſoon became irreſiſtable, and 1 determined 
to gratify it. The mode I adopted is too 
curious to be omitted. As the was one 
day attending me in my cloſet, I obſerved 
a mole on her right cheek, and immedi- 
ately remarked that ſhe muſt conſequently, 
have another mole beneath her right breaſt. 
It was in vain ſhe aſſured ſhe had not, 
1 perſiſted in my aſſertion, and deelared 
that nothing leſs than ocular demonſtra- 
tion could convince me that I was wrong. 
Il therefore deſired ſhe would pull off her 
Rays, which ſhe did with a bluſh, and diſ- 
covered to my enraptured Gght the moſt 
Jovely pair of ſnowy orbs that woman was 
ever bleſſed with their hrmneſs beſpoke 
their purity; I moulded tbem with my 
hands—ſucked their roſy nipples—and, in 
Fort, acted the part 'of: an impaſſioned 
Jover. I ſoon perceived łhad communiaated 
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ſome ſparks of the fire which ra 


ged within 


my own boſom, into that of this ſweet 


girl. 


0 


Never was woman better formed for a- 


morous diſport; and never did any one 
facrifice to Venus with greater zeal and ar- 
dour than this ſweet girl. 


It was in this manner, that, varying the ; 


frolics of love, to the enjoyment of which 


my conſtitution continually invited me, T_ 
prevented them from becoming inſipid, and 


ineeſſantly -exerted the privilege accorded 
me by nature, of being equally ſenſible to 


the careſſes of either ſex. 


At the mere fight of a handſome man, 
or a beautiful woman, my eyes ſparkled, 


my face glowed, and the moſt pointed ex- 


preſſion was viſible in every feature. I 


could ſcarcely conceal the violence of my 
paſſions, and not one of the objects of my 


laſciviouſneſs ever eſcaped the ſnares which 


I ſpread in order to render them favourable 
to wy wiſhes. | | A | | 


That 1 might the more effectually con- 


ceal my amorous adventures from the 


, eyes 
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eyes of thoſe who were intereſted in ex 

ſing me, I had frequent indiſpoſitions at 
command; I then feigned a wiſh to be 
left alone, by which means I gained an 
opportunity of repairing to the different 
temples of love, whica I had in my power, 
to meditate on the myſteries of that 
deity. ) 


My dear Siotra was not jealous; no! 


very far from it; but one day when he was 
in an ill humour he took the liberty of 
calling me to account for thoſe clandeſtine 
practices, with the particulars of which he 
was unacquainted. The connections be- 
tween us, and ſome other trifles of a ſimi- 
lar nature, had taught me the abſurdity of 
bluſhing. - I did not heſitate, therefore, in 
making him acquainted with my paſſion 
for the beautiful Tavrod, exhorting him, 
at the ſame time, not to be alarmed at it, 
My candour by no means diſpleaſed him; 
he only appeared to doubt the poſſibility 
of this familiar intercourſe, and aſked me 
wonically how I could poſſibly intereſt any 


tt T am going to aſtoniſh you, my dear 


him 


count,” ſaid 1; and here I actually told 


Peg r 
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Him the whole of my proceedings with 
Tavrod, after 3 his embraces. 


« Nothing,” replied the count, © but 
ocular demonſtration can convince me of 
the truth of what you ſay; yes, my dear 
ſiſter, you aſtoniſn, but do nor convince 
me: nay, III go ſtill farther; I' bett you 
a thouſand guineas that the thing 1s not 
Poſſible!” © A thouſand guineas! I accept 
the wager, count; and if you chuſe, we'll 
decide it without farther delay,” 


Having retired to a private apartment, 
voluptuouſly furniſhed, the count, who 
knew he could not avoid balf loſing the 
wager, manfully endeavoured to prevent 
any further inclination in me of a ſimilar 
tendency, for the preſent at leaſt. But as 
Joon as I found myſelf at liberty, I rang 
the bell, and Tavrod, who was in waiting, 
made her appearance. The moment ſhe 
entered the room, I took her in my arms— 
the count being preſent——and kiſſed her 
with rapture. She bluſhed at firſt; but 
inſpirited by my advances, the idea of 
ſhame vaniſhed, and ſhe even exceeded me 
an a deſire of ſbetving the aſtoniſhed count 
that his thouſand ä were in a peri- 
Jous ſituation, 

My 
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My lover was now convinced of the 
danger of ſetting me at defiance, and ac- 
knowledging he had loſt his wager, decla- 
red he would willingly pay as much every 


day, to be preſent at ſuch a delightful 
ſcene. 


had afterwards reaſon to ſuſpect that 
the voluptuous tranſports of Tavrod, had 
made a deep impreſſion on the heart of 
my lover. And upon examining with the 
preciſion of an accoucheur, I found my 
ſuſpicions confirmed — I willingly, how- 
ever, forgive the count for this inſtance of 
infidelity - the amneſty ſhould be reci- 
procal. ri t4 3: Ru n 
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Low Inirigues—New inflances of Iniquity— 
A treacherous Miniſter —A Dignified Prieſt 
appears upon the Stage, 85 

— J have only preſented to 
14 the reader the portrait of a wretched 
proſtitute, polluting the royal bed with 
the vileſt debauchery. The dreadful ſtate 
of libertiniſm into which I was plunged 
the glaring infamy of my conduct, 
made all Abo tremble ; contempt, how- 
ever, was the prevailing ſentiment ] inſpi- 
red. Tired with the compolition of ſongs 
and remonſtrances, the loungers and ſages 
of the court now regarded me as, a loſt 
woman, corrupted, abandoned, and diſtin- 
guiſhed by every mark of reprobation. 


In order to rouze the people from this 
lethargic indolence, it was neceſſary to 
| glve 
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give a full ſcope to the native ferocity of 
my diſpoſition; which I accordingly did, 
Not contented with being an object of diſ- 
dain to the inhabitants of Abo, I determi- 
ned to become an object of fear, and to 
make horror and hatred ſucceeded to con- 
tempt. 


The advice—dictated by ambition— 
which my brother had given me on my 
departure from Anneiv, was very freſh in 
my mind. Nothing but opportunity had 
hitherto been wanting for reducing it to 
practice; but in order to enſure ſucceſs, 
the countenance of the miniſtry was indiſ- 
penſably requiſite, and unfortunately I was 
not able to procure it. 


My brother's diſpoſition, in every point 
conformable to my own, daily involved 
him in freſh difficulties, from which gold 
alone could extricate him; but his crealury 
was exhauſted, and his ſubjects groaning 
under the weight of oppreſſion, appear- 
ed diſpoſed to ſhake off his tyrannical 
yoke. I loved him too ſincerely not to 
afford him all the aſſiſtance in my power 
Yloj ed Yrulf, though refractory at firſt, 
had at length yielded to my wiſhes, by 
conſenting to ſecond my fraternal inten- 

| tions; 
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tions; and during his adminiſtration [ 


remitted many conſiderable en to my 
brother. 
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The diſgrace of this miniſter alarmed 
me, and T exerted all my influence to pro- 
cure him a ſucceſſor that was entirely de- 

voted to my will; but ] had the mortifica- 
tion to be diſappointed in my hopes, 
Noſſemro was intractable; and, for ſome 
time, I was deprived of the ability to aſſiſt 
the perſon I moſt eſteemed. Willingly 
would I have ſent him all the treaſures of 
Abo! ſuch were then my moſt ardent 
wiſhes; but how could I hope to ſee them 
accompliſhed ſo long as the members of 
adminiſtration were 1n direct oppoſition to 


| me? 
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1 conſider the firſt part of my life—— 
notwithſtanding its truth—but as a mere 
collection of facts which were generally 
known; I ſhall not, however, enlarge upon 
that paſſage which relates to Rakcen, 
and to the ſtrange manceuvres I employed 
for promoting his diſgrace: at this time he 
was very far from monopolizing the con- 
fidence of his ſovereign; but could I have 
foreſeen the revolutions which have ſince 
ene or not I been reſtrained by a 
ſtupid 
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ſtupid timidity, the projects I formed 
would have been put in execution, and that 
miniſter whoſe probity I deteſted, myſt 
inevitably have been ruined, 


Ennolac now' made his appearance in 
the political hortzon of Abo; and re- 
vived all my hopes. I had long wiſhed to 
ſee placed at the head of the treaſury one 
of thoſe public leeches whoſe ſoul, inſenſi- 
ble to the cries of grief, delights in ſcenes 
of * ; and my wiſh was now ful- 
filled. 


The moſt abſurd ſpeculations, the moſt 
inſidious projects, the moſt criminal ad- 
vice to the king, and the moſt unprinci- 
pled plunder, were the chief means which 
this miniſter—to whom JI am under ſo 
many obligations employed for the pur- 
poſe of inſinuating himſelf into my good 
graces, I received him with kindneſs, 
applauded his adminiſtration, and ſoothed ' 
his vanity—in ſhort, I exerted the meaneſt 
arts of ſeduction to attach him to me, and I 
ſucceeded in the attempt. I never indeed 
doubted the ſucceſs of my undertaking, 
for T always attacked to advantage, the 
contemptible creatures I wiſhed to ſubdue; 
the arms I made ufe of were coquetry and 
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difimulation, which I preferred to the 
ſhield of wiſdom or the palladium of vir- 
tue. 15 


I have but a ſmall ſpace of time to deſ- 
cribe from that moment to the preſent; 
but every inſtant of this interval has been 
devoted to libertiniſm, ambition, plunder 
and ſacrilege. Each new day has given 
birth to new horrors, and in thoſe hours of 
the night which were neither deſtined to 
pleaſure or ſleep, I examined my own 
mind, and finding it excluſively inhabited 
by vice, returned, the next day, to a repe- 


tition of infamy. - 


During the embaſſy of the Lanidrac 
Ecnirp of Nahor at the court of Anneiv 
I attracted his attention, and inſpired him 
with love. Bold as the declaration of his 


paſſion appeared to me, I ſtil] gave him 


reaſon to hope, not by one of thoſe deciſive 
anſwers which remove all doubt, but by an 
obliging ſmile, by . thoſe vague and obli- 


ing expreſſions which are ſo well under- 
ſtood in the ſchools of gallantry. 


I was always fond of conducting amours 


in the tile of a grenadier, who abridges 


preliminaries and haſtens to the conclu- 
n | | ſion. 
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fion. The honied and ſentimental tone of 
the Lanidrac made ſome impreſſion on me ; 
but the figure and infinuating addreſs of a 
Namreg officer proved infinitely more 

rſuaſive. I would mention the name 
of this Adonis (who firſt initiated me into 
the myſteries of Venus) and expatiate on 
his ſkill and vigour, if I was not afraid to 
expoſe a life which will be ever dear to 
me. AW 


Enraged at the preference T ſhowed to 
his rival, the Lanidrac, determined to ex- 
act vengeance for what he deemed an inſult 
to his ſuperior merit ; this project he has 
ſince executed; thus, although I have ad- 
mitted him to the moſt familiar intercourſe 
with me—the particulars of which J ſhall 
hereafter notice—l have ever regarded him 
as my moſt inveterate enemy; and 1 ad- 
viſe him not to think himſelf indebted to 
me for having eſcaped the ſcaffold; but to 
thank his good ſtars which alone preſerved 
him from falling a victim to a plan that 
was formed with every poſſible precau- 
tion. 6 | 4s 1 £1434 a= w n 
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It is needleſs to repeat that I poſſeſſod 
the deepeſt diflimulation, : ſince every cir- 
.cumitance of my life bears the . ſtrongeſt 
r D 2 marks 
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marks of it—but no one felt its effects 
more ſenſibly than this political prelate. 
Tpretended to be wholly ignorant of the 
licentious ſtories which he propagated 
concerning me at the court of Anneiv ; T 
held out my hand to him, with the utmoſt 
affability, at Enreyas, and I received him 
with kindneſs at Selliaſrev, even when ] 
had much greater reaſon to be offended 
with him, 


That etiquette which had ditguitea me 
ſo much in Ynarmreg, appeared leſs terrible 
at the court of Abo. It is well known 
what advantage I took of the kind of li- 
berty which is there accorded to women 
of my rank. I have already ſaid, that, at 
firſt, I rejected with diſdain the amorous 
ſoit of my brother-in-law, the count of 
Siotra ; yet, ſtill his attention to me exci- 
. ted a clamour, which ſoon came to the 
ears of my mother, who thinking there 
was nobody better able to inform her of 
the truth of the report than the Lanidrac, 


wrote to him for that purpoſe. This pro- 


late was ſtill fond of me. He was greatly 
embarraſſed at my connection with the 
count, which was then aſcribed to me, 
 _thovghit was not realized till ſome time 
_ after. Alarmed at rhe ſucceſs of a rival, 


with 
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with whom, notwithſtanding his vanity; he 
was obliged to .confeſs his inability to 
cope, rage took poſſeſſion of his breaſt ; 

he anſwered my mother, by the following 
letter, which was found among her papers 
by my brocher, who ſent it to me. 


en a þ 


To the Empreſs Queen of all the seen. 
Madam, | 


My reſpect and zeal for the illuſtrious 
houſe of Airtſua, the veneration with which 
your virtues have inſpired me; the can- 
dour which you witneſſed in me when the 

king ſent me to make known his ſentiments 
to you, and to which you now appeal, all 
urge me to comply with your requeſt, 
though that compliance muſt give me pain. 
Why did you not fix on ſome other n 
for this diſagreeable office ? "1 


if . * ar. = * 


a It i is but too true thae Antogids, when 
ſhe entered on the territories of Abo, total- 
ly forgot thoſe leſſons of prudence: which 
you had endeavoured to impreſs on her 
mind; independent of her exceſſive taſte 
for every ſpecies of luxury, her coquetry 
is unbounded. It is reported that ſhe 
Prefers her brother-in-law to her huſband; 
I ſincerely wiſh it may not be true, but I 

”” am 


(a) 
am compelled to acknowled 


pearances ar e againſt her. 


+ This is all the information I am able 
to gire you; May your majeſty's wiſe 
exhortations bring her back to the path of 
duty! may my zeal conſpire to the promo- 
tion of ſo glorious an end.] remain 


&c. &c. 
L. Ed. Nahor. 


It is plain from this letter that the La- 
nidrac did not ſpare me, and that if he 
meant, by this means, to prove the force 
of his paſſion, he was groſsly deceived ; 
for the moment I was acquainted with his 
atrocity, I vowed: an eternal hatred againſt 
him. It was this very hatred which indu- 
oed we, in the ſequel, to place him on the 
liſt of my favourites; he was then however 
far from ſuſpecting that I was only pre- 
daten with poiſon in a golden goblet, 
and only hogouring him {with my favour 
With the vie to accelerate his deſtruction-· 


* 


ge that ap- 


New Amours—Indecent but political Connec- 
tion with the Lanidrac — Favours granted 
to the Counteſs ed al Ettom— Explanation 
of the ſtrange Suit commenced againſt ber, 


[ Am compelled to acknowledge that 
am at a loſs to decide what ſentiment 
predominates in my breaſt as I take up my 
pen to write this chapter. Loud as the 
voice of indignation muſt inevitably be, 
the dread of it ſhall not induce me to con- 
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ceal or diſguiſe a ſingle fact. 


I began to be tired of the careſſes of my 
brother-in-law ; variety was neceflary to 
render my pleaſures palatable, and my am- 
== had long been flattered with the 

0 
E ſo 
Sede ws, followed me wherever I went; and 
being ſtricken with the beauty of his fi- 


of enjoying a new 
me Ennesref, colonel 


oY 


ect. The | 1 
the. royal 


gure, 
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gure, I determined not to let him ſigh in 


vain. As he was walking one day in the 
orangery, his eyes. met mine, and an intelli. 
gent ſignal which I gave him, ſoon convin- 
ced him of the happineſs that was in ſtore 
for him. On my return to the palace, I 
ſent him a box, by one of my pages, with 
the following note incloſed in it. 


For ſome time, my dear Zephyr, I have 
ſeen you traverſing the parterres of my 
empire, and obſerving with attention allthe 
flowers which are under my domination. 
Tf you have fixed your wiſhes on any one 
of them, your Flora will die of deſpair, 
Remember that I am their queen, and that 
I ſhould inflict the moſt rigorous puniſh- 
ment on her who ſhould dare to deprive 
me of that treaſure which ] am anxious to 
poſſeſs. I ſhall go to night, at nine o'clock, 
to the Atre Nonairt; if Zephyr pays any 
regard to the tender anxiety of Flora, he 
will not fail to meet her there. The go» 
vernor will introduce him. | 


Ennesref did not make me wait for his 
anſwer, which he returned by the bearer. 
131d 1 IP" | 2 p * . | Zephyr 
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Zephyr to Flora, 


Zephyr regards all the flowers of your 
empire with perfect indifference ; if he ob- 
ſerves them with attention, it is only in 
the hope of dilcovering their queen among 
them; when he ſees her, reſpect keeps him 
ſilent, and his eyes are the only interpreters 
of his heart. Conducted by gratitude and 
love, he will repair to Nonairt this even- 
ing at nine; too happy if the ardour of 
his paſſion can chaſe every ſentiment of 
uneaſineſs from the boſom of Flora, and 
convince her of his ſincerity. | 


This note, with its anſwer, ſuffices to 
How, that I loſt no time in the attainment 
of my wiſhes, and that the handkerchief 
was no ſooner thrown, than the favour was 


granted. 


Punctual to his appointment, Enneſref 
was introduced 'to me by Nizab, (the con- 
fident of my ſecret pleaſures, and governor 
of Nonairt) who was waiting for his ap- 
proach. It is needleſs to deicribe the parti- 
culars of our interview; the public is ſuf- 
ficently acquainted with the ardour with 
which: I celebrated the myſteries of = 

aa 


| 
| 
' 
| 
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and extracted all its quinteſſence. I ſhall 
content myſelf with obſerving that, happy 
and contented with each other, we paſſed 
two hours together, and experienced all the 
effects of a paſſion the moſt ardent and 
animated. 


After that, we met continually at the 
ſame place, and our connection laſted till 
became cloyed with the poſſeſſion of my 
lover, and began to think of giving him 2 
ſucceſſor. 


I have before obſerved— and have given 
the moſt convincing proofs of the truth of 
my obſervations— that I was extremely 
inconſtant in my attachments. A great ſhare 
of addreſs, of ſcience and of ſingularity, was 


requiſite to fix me; when I met with 


none of theſe qualities in the perſons whom 
I honoured with my careſſes, ] ſoon became 


_ diſguſted, and left them for others. 


In the long lit which I could produce 


of my male and female lovers, if 1 follow- 


ed the chronological order, I could prove 
that I was no ſooner diſguſted with the 
-commerce of women, than I had recourſe 
to that of men. There was ſcarcely a 
female about court, who had „ 
Ban taſte 
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taſte for her own ſex, but I had enjoyed. 
The frequent viſits of the inſipid Nuſſod 
ſoon tired me; beſides I was afraid of her, 
knew that beneath an appearance of 
meekneſs ſhe concealed a jealous and a miſ- 
chievous mind; in ſhort, ſhe was a dange- 
tous companion, and I had already experi- 
enced the bad effects of her indiſcretion. 
On whom then could I fix my eyes as a 
ſucceſſor to the colonel? 


T could eaſily have renewed my leaſe 
with the dutcheſs of Cangilop ; but my 
paſſion for her was paſt: beſides, on my 
firſt connection with her, T found nothing 
but deformity, where I fully expected to 
diſcover hidden beauties; and I ſhould 
never have admitted her a ſecond time to 
my .arms, but for the particular circum- 
ſtance which rendered her aſſiſtance neceſ- 
ſary to me. | 


Anotker conſideration induces me to 
ſooth her; ſhe had acquired the moſl ab- 
ſolute aſcendancy over me; ſhe was miſ- 
treſs of my principal fecrets, and had in 
her poſſeſſion a number of notes and let- 
ters of mine; a thouſand aſſignations, im- 
prudently addreſſed as well to the count 
of Siotra as to other men of rank, and ſtill 

more 


on um pleaſures, I did not wiſh ſhe 
ſhoul 


(.48 ) 
more imprudently entruſted to faithleſ 
hands; beſides ſeveral memorials, the 
margins of which contained various proofs 
of my unheard of exactions, of ſums re- 
ceived for places fold, and other proceed- 
ings of a ſimilar nature. 


I was in this ſtate of uncertainty, at a 


loſs how to act, when the counteſs ed Sio- 


lav ed al Ettom was introduced to me by 
Yreſim, . the firſt lady of my chamber, 
This unfortunate perſon—who became the 


victim. of my rage againſt the Lanidrac— 


came to ſolicit the reſtitution of the eſtate 
of Etetnof, which had formerly been in the 
poſſeſſion of her illuſtrious anceſtors. 


1 thi ak. I have before obſerved, that when 


_ T faw a perſon that ſtruck my fancy, his 


(or her) ſituation in liſe was never an object 


of conſideration with me. Thus the coun» 


teſs made a complete conqueſt of my heart 
the /ery firſt time ſhe threw herſelf at my 
feet. © This is as it ſhould be,” ſaid I to 
myſelf; © my anxiety is now at an end; /be 
ſhall be the ſucceſſor of Enneſref.” 


-T pretended to grant her requeſt, but 
the fa is, that as I deſigned her for my 
be indebted for her fortune to any 

F . One 
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one hut herſelf; I therefore neglected ts 
exert my influence over Ennolac in order 
to procure an augmentation of her pen- 
ſion, which was not more than ſeventy 
pounds, in the hope that the mediocrity 
of her circumſtances would prove favour- 


able to my views, and infallibly conduct 


her from my preſence-chamber to my 
bed. e 1 


4 


. 
1 


Thus I ſnatched this prey from the 
fangs of the luxurious comptroller, who 
made a free uſe of the royal treaſures, that 
he might open hearts with a golden key. 
I was no ſtranger to his proceedings, bur 
as he enabled me to purſue the ſame me- 
thod, prudence kept me ſilent. 


The impaſſioned Lanidrac, not having 
renounced his libidinous projects, watched 
gl my motions: and even my looks, He 
don therefore perceived the impreſſion 
which the charms of the counteſs had 
made upon me; and finding means to 
attach her to his intereſt, he gave her 
every neceſſary inſtruction, and made her 
promiſe to ſubmit herſelf to my deſires. 


Our ſecond interview took place at No- 
nairt between eleven and twelve at night. 
A E The 
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The counteſs was introduced to my cham- 
ber by that ſame Tavrod of whom I have 
ſpoken before, who, from being a princi- 
pal actreſs in all theſe libidinous ſcenes, 
now contented herſelf with the title of 


agent. 


Heavens! what delights did | experience 
during that charming night! with what 
complaceney did the artful counteſs ſub- 
mit to all my whims and caprices! what 
tranſports! what intoxication! ] thought 
Olympus was open before me, and myſelf 
in poſſeſſion of its moſt bliſsful ſeat, for 


ſurely my raptures were more than mortal ! 


T diſmiſſed the counteſs with aſſurances 
of protection, and a preſent of four hun- 
dred pounds in bank notes, with which 
Ennolac ſupplied me in abundance. I paid 
her like a queen, while the comptroller 

id his miſtreſs (Nurbel) like a king, and 
=/j ſame means too. | 


The Lanidrac, being informed of the 
particulars of this interview, fet all his en- 
gines to work ; he even dared to write 
to me. I refuſed, for ſome time, to 
liſten to his juſtification; but the ſecret 
advices I received from my brother, 02 
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had long been anxious to ſee him at the 
head of affairs, at length induced me to 
fubmit to the reconciliation he ſolicited. 


The Memoirs publiſhed, at Nodnol, in 
9871, by the counteſs, in juſtification of her 
own conduct, and which are ſtrictly true, 
will make the reader fully acquainted with 
the farce which I cauſed to be played be- 
tween the Lanidrac and Avilo, a com- 
mon proſtitute; in this manner did 1 aſſo- 
Gate myſelf with the vileſt of beings when 
ever I could render them uſeful, 


My forgiveneſs of the Lanidrac was far 
from ſincere; indeed it was only granted 
(in appearance) with a view to allure him, 
with greater certainty, into thoſe ſnares 
which 1 was gradually preparing for him; 
hence my correſpondence with him became 
an enigma difficult of ſolution. | 


For this purpoſe, I humoured him in 
every thing, and ſuffered him to a& the 
| Paſtor Fido about my perſon. My only 
deſign was to convert him into a mere 
machine ; to make him commit as many 
abſurdities as I could; to undeceive my 
brother, and engage him to withdraw his 
confidence from ſo unworthy an object, 
we n and 
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and then to crown my vengeance by his 
final deſtruction, | | | 


Pl 


To render this enterprize ſucceſsful was 
the conſtant object of my reflections, and 
frequently, when fitting with the Lani- 
drac I appeared loſt in thought, and made 
no anſwer to his inſinuating proteſtations 
of love. The artful prelate, however, 
one day, took advantage of my lethargy, 
and interpreting ſilence as a ſure mark of 
conſent, ſeized me in his arms, threw me 
on a couch, and finding me till in a re- 
verie, proceeded to the laſt extremity, 
without meeting with the leaſt interruption, 


4 


1 bag now enjoyed. men of almoſt every 
profeſſion; the army, the church and the 
court, had alternately ſupplied me with 
lovers. Nay, ſuch was the warmth of my 
conſtitution, that had I found among the 
peaſantry an object worthy of my notice, 
the immenſe diſtance between us would 
have proved no obſtacle to the gratifica- 
tion of my deſires, We? 


EL The Cangilops became furious; my 
attachment to them daily diminiſhed ; they 
no longer enjoyed my full confidence; I 
often treated them with affected aur; 
9 1 an 
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and appearing to have renounced all 
thoughts of love, mtereft occupied the 
firſt place in my mind. 


Ihe indiſcretion of the Slave,“ however, 

who ſometimes aſſumed the tone of a 
maſter, alarmed me: Nuſual Gruobmexul, 
and Siotra, ratked publickly of our con- 


nection. Some indiſcreet fallies of his 


own, too, relating to certain peculiarities 
in my ſecret charms, had convinced, be- 
yond the poſſibility of doubt, thoſe who 
were as wiſe as himſelf, of the reality of 
our intercourſe. 8 


At this time occurred the adventure of 
the necklace —of that necklace which has 
fixed the attention of diſtant climes, and 


the whole myſtery attending which has 
not yet been explained; the account I am 


going to give of it will make me many 
new enemies; but no matter, I have pro- 
miſed to be candid, and candid I will be. 


T had long been ſoliciting the kinggo 
make me a preſent of a pair of diamond 
bracelets, ſimliar to thoſe which were worn 


, 


his devotion to the queen. 


E 3 . by 


An appellation afumed by the Lanidrec to ſhew 
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by the queen of a neighbouring iſle; but as 
a compliance with my requeſt would have 
"interfered with his projects of ceconomy, he 
refuſed to grant it. Ennolac was at a loſs 
for means to procure freſh ſupplies, every 
pecuniary reſource was exhauſted; and in- 
trigue appeared. to be the only method by 
which I could procure this trinket, which 


I was ſo anxious to obtain. 


1 had frequently mentioned my withes, 
and my huſband's avarice,'to the counteſs; 
ſhe repeated what I ſaid to the Lanidrac, 
who, notwithſtanding the diſtreſſed ſitua- 
tion of his affairs, and the bad ſtate of his 
credit, undertook to negociate the buſi- 
neſs, by which I was the only gainer, hav- 
ing always taken the neceſſary precaution 
of employing my accomplices and never 
Appearing in it yfelf. 


The ſequel of this affair led me imper- 


ceptibly to the completion of that venge- 
ance which I had been meditating againſt 


the Lanidrac; but it was not ſo Lf OL as 


I. wiſhed it to be. 


The lee was, at laſt, brought me, 
by my ſecret meſſenger, Xualcſe'l; and = 


* moment T had it in my poſſeſſion, 1 | 


vowed 
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- vowed it ſhould ſerve me as an inſtrument 
of revenge ; it was not my intention to 
include the counteſs in this proſcription; 
circumſtances alone influenced the event, 
which will no longer appear incomprehen- 
ſible after the publication of theſe me- 
moirs. 


- Tr was neceſſary that the necklace ſhould | 
be unſet, that I might be enabled to adapt f 
the diamonds it contained to the purpoſe 7 
for which they were deſtined. This was j 
ſoon accompliſhed, ſome of them I diſtri- 
buted ro my favourites, and as they were | 
valuable they entertained a higher opinion , 
of my generoſity, It was theſe preſents 
chat brought the unhappy counteſs to the | 
poſt of infamy, and cauſed her to be branded f 
by the hand of the executioner, N 


The moſt profound policy was requiſite 
to extricate me from this delicate ſituation, 
all the infamy of which, had T been diſ- 
covered, muſt infallibly have fallen upon 
me. I had recourſe to my uſual maxims—1 
facrificed innocence to the preſervation of 
a ſlender portion of expiring honour—and 
exerted my utmoſt {kill to cover this atro- 
cious proceeding with the moſt impenetra- 


ble veil, 1 | 
r | The 


2 . | 


— 


— Wa ö _— — 
- 


-f 
- 


( <9. 7} 


The moft trivial communication with 
any one on this article, muſt have proved 
highly prejudicial to me; for which rea- 
ſon I kept myſelf entirely on the reſerve ; 
and in ſpite of the hypocritical baron ed 
Liveterb's pretended zeal, his inſidious 
interrogations, and his air of aſſurance, I 
firmly denied that the trinket in queſtion 
had ever been in my poſſeſſion, affirming 
that I had no more knowledge of that 
than I had of the counteſs, whoſe ruin I 
thus promoted by a criminal diſavowal. 


By this means did I get rid of an affair, the 
. whole infamy of which I deſerved to incur; 
and the name of my Majeſty was never nen- 
tioned but as a freſh ſubje of accuſatiori 
againſt thoſe who had dared to call its 
purity in queſtion. Still however I was 
upon thorns; I had been accuſed by the 
witneſſes; and the cunning Sennegrev, 
having calculated how far I might be inte- 
refted in this abominable manceuvre, had 

ueſſed with fufficient preciſion to juſtify 
fis hatred, and to induce him to furniſh 


indirect proofs againſt me. 


" Sentence was pronounced; all the laws 
of equity were violated, innocence was op- 


preſſed; and the Lanidrac eſcaped any 
5 ä vengeance; 


1 


vengeance; while remained in ſecurity, 
and in quiet poſſeſſion of three hundred 
and fifty ſix brilliants, belonging to the 
necklace 1 had fo artfully acquired, of 
which I hope one day to compoſe a pair of 


bracelets the ſame as thoſe of my royal 
neighbour, 


» 
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* 


Renewal of Intrigues—The commencement of | 


Anarchy. 


J Now deemed it prudent to renew my 
connection with the ducheſs of Can- 
gilop; the indiſcreet communications of 
the Lanidrac had made me tremble, leſt 
all my paſt conduct ſhould become known 
to the world, I had therefore broken off 
all intercourſe with my imprudent lovers ; 
but ftill my defires required gratification, 
and the dutcheſs was able to afford it. 
So I attached myſelf to her with a reſolu- 
tion to profit by any other opportunity 
that might afterwards preſent itſelf. 


Our reconciliation ſupplied ample food 
for ſcandal, and I was repreſented by the 
whole court as having the moſt ungovern- 
able paſſion for my own ſex; but public 

opinion 


aJjzn aw ca Xa 


9 22 © „ oo «c. a 


( 59 ) 2 
opinion was to me of little conſequences 
to follow my inclinations and gratify my 


defires was a privilege which no conſide- 
ration could induce me to forego, 


My brother ſtill encouraged the hope 
of fomenting diviſions in the kingdom of 
Abo, and he communicated his projects 
to me, which I ſeconded as well as I could, 
though it was not in my power to carry 
them into execution. All my attions were 
obſerved with an eye of diſtruſt, and not- 
withſtanding the intrigues of thoſe who 
were blindly devoted to my will, I ſaw no 
reaſon to hope that his ſchemes would be 
crowned with ſucceſs. 


Cangilop, then, became my favourite 
and the ſoul of my pleaſures; profiting by 
all the moments which Silvo left us at li- 
berty to enjoy, we puniſhed him for his 
indolence by the moſt laſcivious inter- 
courſe, which we did not even take the 
trouble to condeal. Siotra was ſometimes 
admitted to our orgies, but I dreaded his 
approach, for his ſhare in theſe my/- 
teries was ſo great, that, but for a pre- 
caution which 1 had learned from Cangi- 
lop, the royal family muſt have experi- 
enced a con ble augmentation. 1 

| c 
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The hopes which the people of Abe 
entertained of a reformation in the general 
adminiſtration of affairs, made them return 
quietly to their uſual occupations, and the 


freſh materials I furniſhed them with, gave 
birth to numerous ſatirical publications, 


ſome of which were addreſſed immediately 


to me. This only ſerved to augment my 
rage againſt the nation, and to prepare me 
for the execution of any thing that might 
accelerate its ruin. 


The means indeed of effecting this, 


were not difficult to find; the miniſtry had 


long been laying the train, and nothing 
but an opportunity was wanting to ſet fire 
to it, My huſband, in the mean time, 
remained in a ſtate of tranquillity, being 
perfectly ſatisfied with the aſſurances of 


melioration that were daily made him; 
this criſis enabled me to acquire a more 


perfect knowledge of the national charac- 
ter than I had hitherto obtained. 


The princes of the blood, of the houſe of 
Nobruob, - had exhibited frequent proofs 
of a patriotic diſpoſition, and a love of 
the people; but I conſidered. them as ſo 
many weathercocks, to be turned- by the 
lighteſt breath of wind. Nothing was 5 
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caly to me as to govern their ideas, and 


make them ſubſervient to my own pur- 
- Poles. | | 


During this time I ſuffered a great deal 
from the impetuous, fiery, and jealous diſ- 
poſition of the dutcheſs Cangilop, which I 
frequently found inſupportable. I was 
now divided between the deſire of gratify- 
ing my ſecret inclinations, by finding out 
ſome method of ſupplying my brother 
. with the immenſe ſums of which he ſtood 
in the utmoſt need, and that of gaining 
over the princes of the blood, and ſome 
others, by flattering their ambition, 


My dear Siotra, exempt from all ſen- 


timents of jealouſy, continued to pay me 


the greateſt attention ; having ſtudied his 
heart and learned his ſecrets, it was in 


vain for him to diſſemble with me; I 


knew that my huſband was equally an 
object of deteſtation to him as to me, and 
it was a maſter- ſtroke of policy on my part 
to receive him as an aſſociate in all my 
manceuvres. 


I already foreſaw the execution of our 
projects, and the bare thoughts of it always 
raiſed a ſmile of ſatisfaction on my coun- 

| F tenance. 
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tenance. Still actuated by political mo- 
tives, I humoured the turbulent dutcheſs, 
whoſe intimacy with thoſe whom I wanted 


to aſſiſt me, ſufficiently pointed out the 
danger I ſhould incur by offending her. 


Siotra, of whom I am ſtill deeply ena- 
moured, although he is, in a manner, Joſt 
to me, aſſiſted me in the formation of that 
league, the pernicious effects of which have 
been recently felt. The ſucceſs of it, I aſ- 
cribed to him, while I carefully concealed 
my intention of making him a tool to my 
brother. Our. confederacy was ſpeedily 
ſettled; but the intervention of unfore- 
ſeen occurrences compelled us to defer to 
ſome future opportunity the execution of 
our plan. | | 
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CHAP. VII. 


Recourſe bad to the Parliament. Ihe Count's 
Effrontery yRuiſnom”s Stupidity. 


QUE projets were not yet animated 

with that ſpirit of deſperation which 
we have ſince exhibited ; at this time we 
were reaſoning on the means of putting 
our plan in execution, but the parliament, 
by a reſiſtance we little exnetied” rendered 
the commencement of our undertaking 
abortive, e 


The moſt ſtupid of edicts had been iſ- 
ſued by Silvo, and we had every reaſon to 
hope that the circumſtance of regiſtering 
it would render him odious to the nation. 
Our hopes however were diſappointed by 
the conduct of the parliament. This po- 
litical corps—already foreſeeing that it 
muſt ſoon incur the public indignation-— 
abſolutely refuſed to enregiſter the edict, 
| F 2 and 
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and imagined, that by this act of falſe cou- 
rage they might induce the people to for- 
get the meanneſs of their former proceed- 
ings. 


Our league, aſtoniſhed at this inſtance of 
firmneſs, firit believed it to be feigned, and 
engaged the lion to exert his ſtrength; this 
produced a mutiny among the inhabitants 
of the capital, who inveſted the courts of 
juſtice, and ſurprized us by their tranſports 
" +, TR 93 | 


Silvo, ſhut up in his palace, did nothing 
but what he was told to do, and | left the 
care of regiſtering his edi to Siotra, who 
now began- to exhibit ſtrong ſymptoms of 
a ferocious mind, He aſcended the grand 
ftair-caſe, (leading to the hall where the 
parliament had aſſembled) ſwearing like a 
madman, his mouth foaming with rage, 
and his eyes ſparkling with the fire of de- 
ſtruction; but his ſpirits were ſoon damp- 
ed by his fears, and this proud hero, fit on- 
Iy to wage war againſt the timid inhabi- 
tants of the field, returned with the utmoſt 
ſpeed, deeming himſelf happy to have eſ- 
caped with his life, and to have been able 
to regain his carriage unaccompanied ed 
ihr 03s $4123 OUT. * 
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n 
his guards, who had forſaken him on the 
firſt alarm; | 


On his return to Selliaſrev, he told Silvo 
that, in future, he muſt take it upon him- 
ſelf to ſee his will enforced, and Rueiſnom, 
to whom the people were attached, under- 
took to prevent the commotion which we 
now began to apprehend. He was accord- 
ingly received with applauſe by the inha- 
bitants of Sirap, who always regard a good 
oountenance as an infallible ſign of a good 
mind. M 


This was the firſt ſignal of alarm, and 
the ſure preſage of future diſturbances. 
Since that time the people have revolted, 
burnt the guardhouſe, and, at the riſk of bein 
fired upon, conſtrained thoſe whom cheß 

ſuſpected of hoſtility to their intereſts to 
how down before the ſtatue of an adored 
monarch, the ſight of which drew tears 
from their eyes, and led them to form an af- 
lifting compariſon between his reign and 


the preſent. 


Though Rueiſnom ſucceeded in his at- 
tempt to promote a temporary calm, yet 
his eonduct was marked by puſillanimity, 


and had a final tendency to augment ra- 
| i yg ther 
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tber than diminiſh the derangement of the 
national affairs, mans 


The acts of tyranny which were now 
daily exerciſed, greatly flattered our hopes; 
but notwithſtanding the ſatisfaction which 
they cauſed us, we perceived the neceſſity 
of eircumſpection and the danger of expo- 
ſure. This induced us to ſtop our pro- 
ceedipgs for a time, in the full reſolution, 
however, of ſeizing the firſt opportunity 
of renewing them. The ferment was 
ſtrong and violent, and precipitation might 
lead to the ſubverſion of that ſtructure we 
had been ſo anxious to raiſe. I therefore 
proficed by the preſent interval, to enjoy 
another ſpecies of amuſement, 


| | 
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A new Character introduced New Embar- 
| raſſments—Secret Conference. 


TT is the faſhion at the court of Abo for 
I every woman to have her puppet. I 
accordingly choſe the elegant marquis of 
Erveib, (who knows how to talk pleaſing - 
obſcenity, and to compoſe epigrams and 
culembourgs better than any man in the 
kingdom) for my attendant montey.— Wit 
is a glorious, endowment, and certainly 
preferable to brilliancy of are or depth 
of underſtanding : when | had ado = 
this frivolous marquis as the * of 
my 1 0 the members of my party daily 
encreaſed in number ; plain proſe and the 
language of common ſenſe were expelled and 
edicts, letters - patent, ſentences of the privy 
council, royal declarations, and even ma- 


jeſty itſelf, were conſidered as proper ſub- 
jects for a * 
1 praiſed 
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I praiſed this literary myrmidon to the 
ſkies, and by dint of care and attention I ſoon 
conducted him whither I had conducted 
ſo many others—to my voluptuous retreat 
at Nonairt, where preſſing him to my hea- 
ving boſom, I convinced him that conju- 
gal fidelity and reſpect for a ſovereign were 
mere calembourgs ! 


have before obſerved that Ennolac 
was no longer able to ſupply me with mo- 
ney ; it was in vain I complained; every 
reſource was exhauſted, and though his will 
was good, his ability was gone. The im- 


menſe deficiencies we had occaſioned, gave 


riſe to the moſt violent murmurs, I 
joined the cry of our patriotic citizens, and 
retended to be equally alarmed withthem ; 
t apprehending that an inveſtigation of 
the miniſter's proceedings might probably 
lead to an expoſure of my own, I gave him 
fecret intelligence of the danger he would 
incur by remaining in office, in conſe- 
ence of which—after various attempts 
to juſtify his conduct while in adminiſtra- 
tion—he judged it prudent to decamp, and 
retired to the capital, of a neighbouring 
ie, where T maintained a correſpondence 
with him, e 
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My embarraſſments now daily encreaſed, 
as well as my continual diffipation and 


excc {ſive prodigality, which T had not the 
ſmalleſt inclination to diminiſh. I looked 
forward to the time when I ſhould become 
abſolute miſtreſs of the national wealth; 
but ſtill every thing ſeemed to run counter 
to my wiſhes; and I was, moreover, har- 


raſſed by my brother, who by his treaſures 


being totally drained, was reduced to the 


Iaſt reſource of a bad monarch— the neceſ 
ſity of plundering his ſubjects. 


* 
— 


Silvo, whoſe confidence in the miniſters 


devoted to us, was boundleſs, entirely relied 


on them for the management of affairs, the 
moſt eſſential to the welfare of the ſtate, 
and ſigned, without reading, whatever we 
cauſed to be preſented to him. From time 
to time, indecd, he enquired whether his 
people were happy, the anſwer to which 
queſtion may ealily be conjectured; Not 
one of their well-founded complaints was 
ever ſuffered to reach his ear, and the im- 
pudent affirmations of our creatures con- 
firmed. his. tranquillity. Shut vp, in his 
cloſet for whole hours rogether, he trifled 
away his time, or elſe ſlept in that ſecurity 
into which we had plunged him, and in which 
we were ſtudious to Nerf him. It was _y 
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the article of money alone, that he was in- 
traftable. His extreme economy had de- 
generated into avarice, and his favourite 
maxim was, that every man in his domi- 
nions, even himſelf, ſhould be contented 
with the mere neceffaries of life. By con- 
forming to this whimſical idea, we ſhould 
have all formed a ſnug family party, and 


have ſat down to the ſame table like down- 


right cits. It muſt be confeſſed, that ſuch 
an arrangement would have had ſomethin 
peculiarly amuſing in it. 


Neceſſity, however, dire neceſſity, com- 
us, in a great meaſure, to comply 
with the wiſhes of my royal huſband. We 
foamed with rage to think that in Abo 
there exiſted individuals richer than our- 
felves; men who by an extraordinary combi- 
nation of fortunate occurrences had obtained 
the poſſeſſion of millions. To ſome of 
theſe opulent leecbes, we had occaſional re- 
courſe, and borrowed money of them at 
exorbitant intereſt, 


This conduct, ſo worthy of us, and 
which poſterity will ſcarcely credit, laſted 
for ſome years ; we dived into the purſes 
of theſe Creſuſes, and in exchange for the 
immenſe ſums we drew from thence, we 
__ | FL. gave 
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gave them engaging ſmiles and flattering 
ogles. | «5&3 


Theſe payments, which are eaſy to 
make for people who are indifferent about 
their reputation, were reſerved for thoſe, 
who baſely begged our favour and protec- 
tion; as to that claſs of brutes which are 
only to be ſatisfied by the idea of doubling 
their principal, we fed them with the hopes 
of gratifying their favourite paſſion. Thus 
to puniſh avarice is doubtleſs a work of 
merit, 


Truth is not ſo far ſettled at the bottom 
of a well, but that it ſometimes riſes to the 
ſurface, and preſents itſelf to public inſpec- 
tion; the torrent of our iniquities enlar- 
ged as it proceeded, and at length all our 
reſources were totally exhauſted. We 
then called a council, for money muſt be 
had, and if it had ceaſed to exiſt in Abo, 
we would have ſought for it in the bowels 
of the earth. 


My dear Siotra, ever fertile in expedi- 
ents, ſuggeſted an idea which had never 
entered my head, and which proved of 
great advantage to us. This was to make 
proper uſe of the aſcendancy ] had ao- 
' | quired 
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quired over my huſband, which was Cer- 
tainly extenſive, where intereſt was not con- 
cerned, Since a deſire to indulge my paſ- 


ſions had kept me at a diſtance from him, 


the king had contracted, either from cha- 


| grin or inclination, a habit of deviating 


rom his ſettled plan of economy, in fa- 


vour of good living. Wine in particular 


began to have attractions for him, and all 
hard drinkers will agree with me, that 
when this paſſion once attacks a perſon, its 
vigour daily encreaſes, till it quite ſubdues 


its victim. 


The king of Abo then occaſionally ſa- 
crificed to Bacchus, and at thoſe times he 


was always amorous. During the love fit 


I could have made him ſign the abdication 
of his kingdom; and inviolably faithful to 
his engagement, whenever it could be pro- 
ved to him that his ſignature was not for- 
ged, we reſolved to employ this method 


of procuring what we wanted from him. 


It was ſcarcely poſſible for me to ſuc- 
ceed in this laudable project, without be- 
ing frequently with him, and flattering his 
favourite paſſion. Nothing could give 
him greater pleaſure; I therefore conſtant- 
ly attended him, encouraged him to * 


IS 


and evendrank with him, I was careful 
however to double his uſual portion, and 
when I ſaw him properly diſpoſed, T em- 
ployed both tears and fupplications, and 
taking the pen, guided his hand, and the 
name of Silvo, which I made him trace on 
the paper, put me in poſſeſſion of conſide- 
rable ſums, which I Joyally divided with 
Siotra, as being the author of the inven- 
tion. 


Enneirb (the ſucceſſor of Ennolac) now 
ceaſed to be refractory, and began to be 
convinced that he would not be permitted 
to monopolize the fruits of his office. The 
drafts I ſent to him made him tremble, 
though at the ſame time they ſatisfied his 
conſcience, which is well known to be xice. 
Beſides the king's ſignature would ſerve 
him as a lawful juſtification, in caſe of 
events. 


It appeared very aſtoniſhing to my huſ- 
band, that T ſhould have redoubled my at- 
tention at the very moment when he leaſt 
expected it ; my tender concern for his ſa- 
cred perſon gave him offence, and my af- 
fectation to make him write, whenever I 
found him in the humour, contributed not 
a little to augment his ſuſpicions that my 
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careſſes were not natural. He was deter- 
mined to verify his conjectures, and I was 
caught in the only ſnare he ever laid, I 
believe, in the whole courſe of his life. 
After this I could get no more drafts, and, 
Enneirb, quitting the treaſury to become 
prime miniſter, we were once more reduced 


to extremities, 


We then thought it high time to for- 
ward the execution of our grand enterprize, 
which had failed through the unexpected 
reſiſtance of the parliament. Siotra de- 
voted his time to rallying the diſcontented. 
When T told him that all my hopes of 
obtaining from his majeſty ſufficient to 
ſatisfy, what we modeſtly termed, our 
wants, were deſtroyed, he yielded to my 
advice, and from that moment ſet himſelf 
at work to lay the foundations of a new 
government. 

The dutcheſs of Cangilop, who alter- 
nately forfeited and regained my confi- 
dence, enjoyed, at this period, a great 
portion of my eſteem; and knowing of 
what uſe ſhe would be to us in promoting 
our ſchemes, I loaded her with favours. 


We employed her to gain over the 
T | princes 


8 


princes to our party, and this laſcivious 
cCourteſan ſpared no pains to attach them to 
us. To proſtitute her perſon was nothin 
to her; ſince ſne had been long uſed to it, 
and the ardour with which ſhe eſpouſed our 
cauſe, compels me to promulgate a truth 
that redounds highly to her credit which 
is, that whoever had once enjoyed her 
ſecret charms, could never refuſe her any 


ENCE, 


Through her afliduity, our committees 
were attended not only by princes of the 
blood, but alſo the firſt nobles of Abo, and 
many of the clergy, ſo that our party be- 
came numerous and reſpectable. We then 
held a ſecret conference, and ſettled the 


particulars of our plan, 
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thing ſhe aſked, This I know by experi- 


A 
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CHAP. IX: 


The Pleaſures of Saint-Duolc— Minifteriat 
- Operations —Progreſs of the Cabal. Di 
appointment—Conclufion. 


AT this moment, while the nation, plun- 

ged into a lethargic ſleep, groaned 
in ſilence over its loſſes, and devoured its 
griefs without yet daring to murmur, I 
continued to repoſe myſelf on the boſom 
of pleaſure. T had not viſited my palace 
at Saint-Duolc for ſome time, nor celebra- 
ted the ſacred rites of Cytherea, in its vo- 
luptuous and expenſive cabinets. I now 
reſolved to repair thither, and to ſummon 


my aſſociates to meet me, 


As a preparatory ſtep to theſe meet- 
ings, I ſummoned my partner in pleaſure 
and politics to attend me. I] introduced 
Siotra into this enchanted abode, and there 


renewed with this Adonis, whoſe body 
was 


C. oo 3 


was formed after the model of Hercules 


thoſe rapture-giving poſtures which had ſo 
often made me faint with extacy. I ſome- 
times admitted the dutcheſs of Cangilop 
to theſe luxurious fittings ; ſhe was then 
of all our parties, an actreſs in every libidi- 
nous ſcene ; our three bodies interwoven 
Las it were—with each other, formed the 
moſt extraordinary and moſt intereſting 
groups. When enervated by exceſs of 
amorous intrigue, and exhauſted in vigour, 
we returned to our plot, and ſo divided our 
time between pleaſure and politics. 


The cabal (io we called our confedera- 
ey) daily encreaſed, and the fatal moment 
of execution was near at hand; the only 
thing which retarded it was the implicic 
confidence which the king repoſed in his 
miniſter Rakcen, whom, therefore, we 
were determined to remove. 


The worthy archbiſhop of Sirap appear- 
ed to me a proper inſtrument for enforcing 
a meaſure ſo highly detrimental to the in- 


tereſt of the nation, for which reaſon we 


judged it prudent to encourage his hopes 
and flatter his ambition; and when we had 


winded him up to the deſired pitch, ] un- 
G 3 deriook 
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dertook the communication of our deſigns 
to him. 


e What, ſaid I, to the prelate, is it not a 
dreadful thing that we ſhould ſuffer a man 
to remain at the head of affairs, who con- 
trives to impede every juſt operation of 
government. Aſſiſt us with your good 
offices; your profeſſion has ſupplied you 
with arms; you have only to make a pro- 
per uſe of them. Rid us, then, of this 
hydra, who exerts a deſpotic ſway over 
us, and would fain deſtroy us; you are the 
only perſon to ſucceed in the attempt, by 
exerting that aſcendancy which the king's 
weakneſs of mind has given you over him. 
This you know to be true; employ, there- 
fore, ia our ſervice that impoſing air of 
gravity which marks your mien, and rely 
on our fayour and protection in return,” 


The prelate obeyed, and haſtening to the 
king, repreſented to him the evil conſe- 
quences of having an heretic in his ſervice, 
The conſcience of Silvo was alarmed, his 
fears were rouzed, and the artful primate, 
aware of the ſituation of his mind, impro- 
ved his advantage, and at length ſucceeded, 
in procuring an order for the diſmiſſion of 

5 4 the 


- 


. 


the miniſter, who was enjoined to leave the 
territories of Abo in twenty-four hours, 


Our next care was to remove all the 
otner members of adminiſtration who were 
known to be + hoſtile to our views. For 
this purpoſe we had recourle to the loweſt 
intrigues, and had ſoon the ſatisfaction of 
ſeeing the monarch ſurrounded by atheiſts, 
cheats, and traitors. 


The infamous Liueterb again entered 
the liſts; in conjunction with the worthleſs 
marſhal Oilgorb, who was appointed com- 
mander in chief of our troops; Nitnerab 
was alſo the colleague of theſe miniſters 
thus had we every aſſiſtance it was poſſible 
to obtain, 


I had the leſs reaſon to dread a diſap- 
pointment, as the king was more remiſs in 
his attention to public affairs than ever, 
Nolouf had aſſured him, that during his 
adminiſtration, the people muſt be happy; 
and his ſon-1n-law Reihtreb, anſwered for 
the tranquillity of the Sirapians in parti- 
cular, and for the felicity of the nation in 
general. 


Every thing was prepared, Cangillop 
and 
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and myſelf, already enjoyed, by anticipa- 
tion, the fruits of our labours; and Siotra, 
my dear Siotra, beheld, with delight, the 
honours that were prepared for him': the 
emperor too, ſighed for the arrival of that 
happy moment which had fo long formed 
the object of his molt earneſt deſires. The 
prince of Cſebmal could with difficulty re- 
ſtrain the ardour of his troops, who waited 
with impatience, for the ſignal of deſtruc- 


tion. 


The moment at length arrived, when 
the puniſhment of thoſe raſh cenſors who 
had dared to blame my criminal amours 
was to take place, The night, preceding 
the intended execution of the plot, I en- 


joyed all the charms of hope; | was taſt- 
ing all its delights in the arms of Siotra 


and the fair Cangilop, when the impru- 
dence of Cſebmal impeded the progreſs of 
our plan. That prince, equally cruel with 

though leſs politic than us, ſtruck the firſt 
blow, and by that means prevented our 
ſucceſs. On his account I am condemned 
to eternal ſhame and ignominy, unleſs my 
happier ſtars ſhould once again prevail 
and place me at the top of fortune's 


wheel, | 
On 
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On this ſignal of alarm, we were ſurpri- 
zed to find that the Sirapians had fled to 
arms, repulſed the troops, demolithed the 
ſtate-prilon, and maſſacred its governor. 
Thus in one fatal morn were all the hopes 
of. years demoliſhed. Siotra was compel- 
led to fly; at parting he embraced me with 
tears, and I charged him with my beſt withes 
for my brother. In one ſad hour TI loſt my 
all—favourite, lovers, in ſhort all that was 
deareſt to me on earth, The king was 
forced to repair to the capital; where he 
was received with every demonſtration of 
reſpe& for his own ſacred perſon, and with 
every mark of execration againſt the part- 
ner of his bed and throne, 


The counteſs of Siotra reproached me 
with the ruin of her huſband; I wept, in- 
deed; but my tears were the tears of rage 
and diſappointment. Rakcen was recalled ; 
but let it not be thought that I grieved at 
his return no; he is now in my power, 
and | ſhall toon be able to diſmiſs him more 
effectually. I now played the hypocrite 
with ſucceſs, and exerted every art of du- 
plicity ; I wrote to the ſtupid Sirapians, 
and endeavoured to palliate my conduct 
by aſcribing it to youthful imprudence, 
and evil advice, 1 
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In return for the mortification I experi- 


enced, I found means to inſult the people 
by making them ſpectators of the ſumptu- 


ous decorations of that aſylum (the palace 


of Saist-Duolc) in which I had fo often 
meditated their ruin, by permitting them 
to range over thoſe elegant apartments 
embelliſhed by the hands of luxury and 
libertiniſin; by ſuffering them to contem- 
plate thoſe rich and voluptuous beds in 
which the count of Siotra had begotten 
heirs for the nation, 


The inhabitants of the capital flocked 
thither in crowds ; and on beholding the 
magnificent furniture, the fruits of my ra- 
paciouſneſs, they were ſtricken dumb with 


grief, and the tears flowed from their eyes. 


T wait, in patient tranquillity, to ſee 


what will be the iſſue of all this; if lam 


not groſsly deceived it will ſtil] prove fa- 
vourable to my wiſhes; the only effectual 
means of promoting the national good are 
expelled from the nation. The ſtates, 
which have been convened for the purpoſe 
of rectifying abuſes in the government, may 
continue to fit, and periodically to publiſh, 
with affected conſequence, the ſtupid ac- 


counts of their more ſtupid operations. — 


O! ye 
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O! ye inhabitants of Abo, you are deſti- 
ned to be fed with words inſtead of bread 
Vor if bread ye have, it will prove to you 
the bread of ſorrow. 


